This We Believe
Part 7: Jesus Paid It All

Selected Scripture

Luke Brower, preaching

What is justice?

What kind of feelings get brought up inside you when you hear the word justice?

How important is justice in society?

How important is justice to you?

How do you feel when you see unjust things happen? 
Justice is important at some level.  We all believe in it and want to see it done. But at the same time it’s a sensitive and volatile subject.  Believing in justice is one thing…but carrying it out is another.  It often feels cold and uncaring; devoid of love.  Which brings up the major issue in this message:


What is the relationship between love and justice?  Are they related in any way?


Can they work together? If so, how?

It’s really what article #5 in our statement of faith is all about.  Can God be loving and just at the same time?  We believe that through the person and work of Jesus God was true to His nature; that on the cross God demonstrated perfect love and perfect justice.  We believe:
Article #5- The Work of Christ:We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the cross as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation.
Here is what we know so far:


1.  In His very nature God is Holy and God is Love- Article #1 made that very clear


2.  Human beings were created in God’s image- Article #3 says that we were made by God to be 


     like Him and enjoy an endless existence of perfect satisfaction experiencing everything He 


     made good. But…


3.  In our sin we experience the opposite- Article #3 also says that human beings are sinners by 


     nature and by choice and as a result are experiencing far less than perfect satisfaction .

The question is, how do we get back to our original intention?  Is it a work we can do on our own or does God have to do it for us?

As followers of Jesus, we believe it is up to God; we put our trust in the work He did in Jesus.  And there are 3 main aspects of His work that we need to understand in order for us to submit to and get in step with what He has done and is doing to rescue us from our mess.

#1- Jesus is our representative and substitute- Because He willingly took on all the limitations of humanity He is qualified to represent us before God.  He knows what we go through.  But not only that, it makes Him eligible to take our place before God.  (Hebrews 2:14-18, 2 Corinthians 5:21)

#2- Jesus shed His blood on the cross as the perfect, all sufficient sacrifice for our sins- Jesus gave His life as a sacrifice before God to make atonement for our sin. (Leviticus 17:10-11, Hebrews 9:11-15, 10:11-14, 19-23)

#3- His atoning death and victorious resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation- Only the work of Jesus perfectly satisfies both the love and justice of God.
While we were standing before our holy God with nothing but sin on our hands, Jesus in the greatest act of love in the history of the world gave His life to take our place.  The truth is: Jesus Paid It All.  There is nothing left for us to do but accept this incredible gift of grace.  The question is:


Are you still striving to rescue yourself?


Or have you allowed Jesus to do for you what you could never do for yourself?

Selected Scripture:

Hebrews 2:14-18

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them,[a] fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

2 Corinthians 5:21 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Leviticus 17:10-11

“‘I will set my face against any Israelite or any foreigner residing among them who eats blood, and I will cut them off from the people. 11 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.

Hebrews 9: 11-15
But when Christ came as high priest…He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,  so that we may serve the living God!  15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 
Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-23

Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.
